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Christmas Thoughts 

This is my first blog (ever!) and my first blog as Chair of the  

Academy’s Regulation Council.  I would like to reflect and share 

with you some achievements of our registrants, plus early notice of a 

consultation about the future of healthcare science regulation.  

The Regulation Council members are not employed by the  

Academy, the 8 members do the role because they wish to help  

protect patients and believe in the value of the professions and  

professionals that are UK healthcare science. I have chaired this 

Council since April 2015 and we have had a lively time and a few 

personnel changes.  

This year has seen the full use of the CPD systems for registrants to 

demonstrate that have maintained the knowledge and skills in a  

formal way; we use a sampling method (so next year it could be 

you…) and require the evidence which is scrutinised. One of the first 

practical lessons is that you need to remember to tell us of changes 

in circumstance such as your address please. What is more  

important is that registrants really understand the nature of  

professionalism and they raised situations that we had to  

investigate. That resulted in no further action being required; a lot 

of learning however did occur, one example being the differences in 

the Scottish and English legal systems.  

Another fitness to practise case that was helpfully brought to our 

attention by a professional body, in this case about questionable  

use of social media. This highlighted that a professional’s actions 

outside the work setting are still within scope; it also means that 

during 2017 we will be producing guidance for you on use of social 

media. This was resolved successfully, and a very good example of 

how we value the role of professional bodies and groups. 
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Another very exciting development - we had the first group of scien-

tists who joined our Higher Scientific Specialist Register (HSSR)  

following successful completion of an equivalence route; the first set 

of trainees are in progress under the aegis of the National School. It is 

fantastic that such highly skilled and qualified scientists have a  

formal recognition for the first time in the UK; this is now linked to 

employment in the Consultant Scientist role. 

Healthcare science regulation faces interesting times in 2017; a long 

awaited DH consultation on such regulation should occur early in the 

year. It aims to review the whole UK present system which is both 

confusing and messy; exploring the status of statutory regulation for 

some and the continuum of regulation for everyone. Do make sure 

you read it and comment when it arrives. 

Most regulation councils are only visible to registrants when some-

thing goes or is said to have gone wrong for a patient or service user. 

In that sense I hope we never meet in a formal setting, but I very 

much look forward to meeting you  

elsewhere. 

I thank the Council members, the Academy staff and Board, and you 

for your hard work and high standards. Happy Christmas or Seasons 

greetings and have a great 2017. 

 

Patricia Le Rolland 

Regulation Council Chair 

 


