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Committee for the Accreditation of Medical Illustration Practitioners 

and the Academy for Healthcare Science 

Standards Consultation Report – November 2016 
 

 

Introduction 

The Academy for Healthcare Science (AHCS) and the Committee for the Accreditation of 

Medical Illustration Practitioners (CAMIP) are working together to promote the best available 

public protection, maximise coverage and minimise costs of registration for Medical 

Illustrators.  As part of this work new standards were developed including, Standards of 

Proficiency - the basic education and training that someone must achieve before they can be 

registered; Standards of Conduct - the minimum standards registrants must meet in their day 

to day professional lives; and Standards of Continuing Professional Development - how 

registrants ensure their professional knowledge is up to date. 

 

The consultation process 

Once drafted these standards were consulted upon via a public consultation for a four-week 

period.  Current registrants received a targeted email advising them of the consultation, the 

usual AHCS communication channels announced the consultation including the website and 

social media and access to the consultation was via the AHCS website.  The consultation ran 

from the 18th July to the 14th August.   

 

Responses 

There were 45 Responses and each response was reviewed and each point considered.  There 

were two clear themes that many respondents raised and these will be addressed first. 

 

Minimum entry requirement 

Several respondents commented that there appeared to be no minimum entry/qualification 

requirements.  The Standards do not outline the entry requirements and this has caused 

confusion.  The entry requirements that are currently in place for CAMIP will be transferred 

to the AHCS register, there will be no change to the education and training expected of a 

registered Medical Illustrator.  The Institute of Medical Illustrators (IMI) will continue to 



  

 

   

 
  
 

Page 2 of 3 
 

approve programmes that meet the standards. The AHCS will Quality Assure this approval 

process.  

 

CPD process 

There were some very positive comments regarding the IMI CPD programme and concern 

was raised that the AHCS would be replacing/removing this scheme.  The CPD scheme run by 

IMI will continue.  The role of the regulator is to audit registrants’ CPD to ensure the registrant 

is maintaining the standard expected.  The AHCS does not offer any CPD activity or scheme 

and advises its registrants to be members of their appropriate professional body and take 

part in any CPD programme that is offered.   

 

Other comments 

There were several comments received and most have led to amendments within the 

standards.  Some other comments are outlined below. 

There was one objection to the term “Medical Illustrator” but the majority appeared 

comfortable with the term suggested by the CAMIP and IMI working group.  The regulation 

title does not replace a job title for example our registered Healthcare Science Practitioners 

may be Anatomical Pathology Technologists or Cardiac Physiologists likewise Clinical 

Scientists may be Radiation Protection Physicists or Vascular Scientists but their registration 

with HCPC is Clinical Scientist. 

There was a comment asking why Medical Illustrators were not applying for statutory 

regulation.  The Academy Regulation Council understand the aspiration for statutory 

regulation and recognise the frustration felt by some; many of the Healthcare Science aspirant 

groups feel the same, however there is certainly no political appetite for further regulation in 

law for any healthcare professionals for the foreseeable future.   

What we do have now is the opportunity to protect the public through quality assured 

registration. The Professional Standards Authority for Health and Social Care (PSA) is 

mandated by Government to quality assure and accredit organisations that register health 

and social care practitioners who are not regulated by law. Our register has been awarded 

PSA accreditation, this quality mark signifies that the Academy has met the PSA’s high 

standards in governance, standard-setting, education and training, management of the 

register, complaints handling and information; assuring the public and employers. 

The Academy Regulation Council will continue to engage with the Professional Standards 

Authority to try to influence where possible and to be flexible and adaptable when needed.   
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One response asked that reference to the UK be changed to geographical region of practice.  

Having considered this the Academy feel that at this time the UK knowledge is still a necessary 

requirement and so have left the standard referring to the UK.    

One respondent commented that regulation is unnecessary for non-patient facing roles.  As 

outlined above it is not mandated that medical Illustrators are registered so it is a personal 

choice whatever the role.  The Academy Regulation Council feels that all professionals with 

the ability to do harm to patients whether directly or indirectly should be regulated and as 

such professionals should want to demonstrate their commitment to maintaining high 

standards.  Therefore, we encourage all healthcare professionals to register whether patient 

facing or not.  

There was a question raised regarding regulation of Ophthalmic photographers; these are in 

the fortunate position of being able to register with the Academy under the Medical 

Illustrators standards of proficiency if they have one of the accredited qualifications, or the 

Ophthalmic Science Practitioner standards of proficiency.  Medical Illustrators working in this 

field should consider the options and apply for the one most aligned to their role.  The 

Academy would suggest individuals seek advice from their professional body if in any doubt 

as to the best option for them.  

 

Conclusion 

The Academy is very grateful for all responses received and feel that all comments have been 

considered. Both CAMIP and the Academy are now pleased to be in a position to publish the 

new standards for Medical Illustrators and to progress the transfer of the Register from 

CAMIP to the Accredited Academy Regulation Council Register.   

 


