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Introduction 

The Register for Clinical Research Practitioners (CRP) is part of the Academy for Healthcare Science 
(AHCS) Accredited Register. The Register for CRPs was launched in April 2021 following a successful 
application to the Professional Standards Authority (PSA).     

The CRP Register is set at level 5 of the Skills for Health Career Framework to reflect the level of 
experience, knowledge and responsibility required for CRP roles. Practitioners can solve problems 
creatively in a managed rather than supervised environment, relying on their own judgement, 
actively contributing to service development, and often holding responsibility for staff supervision 
and training. Practitioners in the NHS workforce will normally be expected to hold level 6 higher 
education as defined by the UK government qualifications framework. These qualifications include 
degree, graduate certificate, and graduate diploma.   

A proposal to open a process to widen access to the CRP Register to experienced practitioners 
without level 6 qualifications on a time-limited, exceptional access basis was agreed by the AHCS in 
September 2022.  A successful application to the gateway will provide the opportunity for 
experienced CRPs to progress to submit an application to the CRP Register in the normal way.  The 
Registration process is exactly the same for CRPs who have passed through the gateway as it is for 
their colleagues who have level 6 qualifications.   

The gateway is for experienced CRPs who are able to evidence that they have a minimum of three 
years working at the level of practitioner. All applicants to the gateway will need to discuss their 
intended application with their line manager and colleagues to ensure that they are working at the 
right level before submitting their application.   

Outline of application process 

Before making an application for the Experienced Practitioner Gateway, the applicant would need to 

have joined the CRP Directory.  

CRP Directory Process:  

1. Apply to join the Directory through an application process.  

2. Application is assessed by CRP admin team.  

3. Clinical Research Practitioner is on the Directory.  

Experienced Practitioner Gateway:  

1. Apply to join the Experienced Practitioner Gateway through an application process. 

2. Application is assessed by an administrator.  

a. Route One: Applicant meets gateway criteria without panel assessment. 

b. Route Two: Panel Assessment required.  

3. Outcome provided to CRP, and they are eligible to make an application to join the Register 

(For information regarding the Clinical Research Practitioner Register, please refer to the 

guidance).  

Once the applicant has passed through the Gateway, they are eligible to make an application to join 

the CRP Accredited Register. 

Fee and eligibility 

Once an application has been made to the Experienced Practitioner Gateway and the application has 

been approved by the CRP Administration team, a non-refundable fee of £10 will be taken.  
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As stated above, the applicant will need to have joined the CRP Directory before they can make an 

application to the Experienced Practitioner Gateway. The Directory serves as a pre-registration space 

and will provide access to information that is intended to help connect and service the growing 

community of CRP’s.  

The Gateway is suitable for those applicants who do not hold a level six undergraduate degree and 

who have at least three years’ experience working at the level of practitioner. In addition, the 

applicant would need to seek prior approval from their current line manager before submitting their 

application.  

Preparation for applying 

Applicants will need to discuss their intention to apply to the CRP Register via the Gateway with their 

current line manager and confirm their eligibility through engaging with guidance documents. 

Applicants line managers are required to sign parts of the eligibility forms. Thus, applicants are 

advised to seek prior approval from their current line manager to support the process process is 

crucial and could speed the process. 

In addition, applicants would need to upload the following documents:  

• Eligibility Template (Copy on the AHCS site). 

• Current Job description. 

• (Optional): UKENIC certificate. 

• (Optional): Level 5 degree certificate.  

• (Optional): Change of name certificate.  
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Section One: Personal Details 

The applicant must complete the Personal Details section first before moving onto other sections of 

the application. The applicant will need to provide the following information:  

About You:  

• Salutation* (Drop Down Menu) 

• First Name * 

• Last Name * 

• Personal Email Address * 

• Work Email Address * 

• Date of Birth * 

• Nationality * (Drop Down Menu) 

• Have you been known by another name? * (Drop Down Menu) 

• Another drop down box will appear underneath – To write your previous surname. 

• Select your Specialism * (Drop Down Menu) 

• Telephone Number (+44 format) * 

• Select your care setting * (Drop Down Menu)  

Home address: 

• Address Line 1 * 

• Address Line 2 * 

• Town / City * 

• County / Region * (Drop Down Menu) 

• Country * (Drop Down Menu) 

• Postcode / Zip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If an asterisk * is displayed by the section above, this means it is mandatory to provide this 

information.  

When the applicants start the application to join the Experienced Practitioner Gateway, the personal 

details will not be transferred over from the Directory application to the Gateway application. The 

details will need to be filled in again.  
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Please fill out this page, then once this information has been filled out, the applicant clicks 

‘complete’; then the section will turn green.  

Once the application has been completed and the applicant has passed through the Gateway, their 

account will be locked, if the applicant needs to change any personal details and or place of work, 

they will need to email ‘crpadmin@ahcs.ac.uk’ with the change request. For security reasons, the 

applicant will need to provide their date of birth as well.   

It is the applicant’s responsibility to keep their personal details up to date, this can be done by 

contacting the Academy with the email above.  

Please contact the Academy if the following changes:  

• Email address.  

• Address. 

• Employment. 

• Name.  

Previous Names 

The Academy asks for a proof of name if the documents that the applicant uploads are in different 

names. An example of this is the applicant’s undergraduate degree being in their maiden name and 

a MSc being in their married name, a marriage certificate is required.  

Any previous names the applicant has resided by, needs to be stated below (see screenshot). If the 

applicant has been known by more than one previous name (maiden name etc), these needs to be 

included too.  

The applicant will need to upload a proof of name change (IE: Marriage Certificate, Deed Poll, 

Divorce) into the ‘Gateway Documents’ section of their application. In the case where the applicant 

has been known by multiple names, they will need to state this on the title of the file.  

 

 

Section Two: Guidance  

In the ‘guidance’ section, the applicant is presented with the information with how to complete their 

application.  The applicant will need to read the information and if they agree with the information 

that has been presented, they will need to click on ‘complete’ before moving onto the next stage.  
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Section Three: Gateway Documents  

Within the Gateway Documents section, the applicant will need to upload the following documents: 

• Eligibility Template. 

• Current Job description. 

• (Optional): UKENIC certificate. 

• (Optional): Level 5 degree certificate.  

• (Optional): Change of name certificate.  

* - The UKENIC certificate is only required if the applicant’s degree was awarded overseas. The 

applicant needs to upload the certificate into the Gateway Documents section.  

To upload files, the applicant can either: 

1. Drag and drop the files that you want to upload.  

2. Press ‘browse files’, then a pop-up bar will appear, and you can attach the file.  

Once the applicant has attached the file, press ‘Open’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you have completed this section, the applicant will need to press ‘complete’ on the bottom of 

the page. Then the ‘Gateway Documents’ section will be marked complete and thus, turn green. 

Section Four: Declarations 

The declaration page outlines the Academy’s declaration, this needs to be signed before submitting 

the application for admin review and assessment.  

Section Five: Good Character & Health 

The Academy for Healthcare Science checks the health and character of everyone who applies to 

join the register in line with the requirements of the PSA. There are nine questions within the section 

that needs to be completed, this is mandatory information that needs to be completed.  

When the applicant completes this section, they will need to please press ‘complete’ on the bottom 

of the page. Then the ‘good character and health’ section will be marked complete and thus, turn 

green.  
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Section Six: Monitoring Information 

This section is optional and doesn’t need to be answered however, this section is about equality and 
asks a series of questions relating to:  

• Age  

• Disability  

• Gender  

• Race  

• Religion etc.  

Any information the applicant provides will be managed in the strictest confidence according to the 
AHCS Privacy Policy and will not be used as part of your application assessment.  

When the applicant has completed this section, they will need to press ‘complete’ on the bottom of 
the page. Then the ‘portfolio’ section will be marked complete and thus, turn green.  
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Section Seven: Payment 

When the application is complete, the applicant will reach the ‘payment’ section of the application, 
this is where they input their debit card details. A sum of £10 will be taken out of their account on 
submission. 

* - The payment is non-refundable, once payment has been taken, it cannot be refunded. 

Section Eight: Complete Application 

In the last section of the application, this is where the applicant submits their application for an 

administrator review.  

* - If the applicant has a disability, as defined under the Equality Act (2010) that they feel may 
affect their engagement in the application and assessment process, please contact the AHCS 
Administrators before submitting your application; 
crpadmin@ahcs.ac.uk . The Academy can then advise the applicant 

on reasonable adjustments.  

  

mailto:crpadmin@ahcs.ac.uk
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What happens after the gateway application is received by the AHCS?  

Applicants will be emailed by the AHCS portal system to confirm receipt of their eligibility application 
and may be asked to provide further information if the submission is incomplete.  

Each application will be reviewed and follow one of two routes:  

Route one: Meets gateway criteria without panel assessment  

Applicants that are able to provide evidence that they have been working for a minimum of 5 years 
at the level of practitioner and have achieved level 5 education or equivalent (such as a foundation 
degree or HND) will receive confirmation by email of eligibility to progress to apply to join the CRP 
Accredited Register.   

Route two: Panel assessment  

Applicants with less than 5 years’ experience (with a minimum of three years) working at 
practitioner level and without level 5 education will go for assessment by a panel to determine 
gateway eligibility. The panel will include a representative from the AHCS and two representatives 
who have knowledge and experience related to the CRP role and career pathways.  

Applicants will be informed of the date of their panel assessment and when they can expect to hear 
the outcome.  

In cases where the panel concludes there is insufficient evidence to meet gateway criteria, 
applicants will be contacted by the AHCS and provided with information about the decision. 
Applicants will be able to appeal panel decisions using the published process.   

Applicants that meet the gateway criteria will receive an email confirming access to progress with 
their application to join the Register.  

* - Applicants are not required to declare the Gateway route within their application. The 
administrator will let the applicant know the route they are on.  

Next Steps 
Once a successful application to the Gateway has been made, the applicant can progress to submit 
an application to the CRP Register in the normal way. The Registration process is exactly the same 
for CRPs who have passed through the gateway as it is for their colleagues who have level 6 
qualifications. Applicants will need to refer to the AHCS site for guidance on how to make an 
application to join the Register.  

 


