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Certificate of Equivalence

Express your interest in STP Equivalence
Frequently asked questions

What is Equivalence?

Equivalence - for education, training, qualifications 
and experience - is said to exist when the outcomes 
of two processes are directly comparable even 
though the paths to achieving them are different. 
If there is equivalence between a new qualification 
and the qualification or experience a person already 
has, further education or training is not necessary.

What is the Certificate of Equivalence? 
The Certificate of Equivalence is an approved award 
that leads to eligibility to apply to the Health and 
Care Professions Council (HCPC) for Registration as 
a Clinical Scientist. An application for Equivalence 
to STP requires an applicant to provide evidence 
for the achievement of the outcomes expressed 
in Good Scientific Practice in the context of the 
relevant current Modernising Scientific Careers STP 
curriculum document for a specialism.

How do I apply?

Full details of the application process can be found 
on our website, where you will need to complete 
the Expressions of Interest survey: www.ahcs.
ac.uk/2014/01/expressions-of-interest-for-stp-
equivalence/

I have already completed the Expressions of 
Interest survey. Where is my invitation to apply?

Due to the high demand, we are operating a 
managed roll out throughout 2014. You can prepare 
by looking at the guidance until you are invited to 
apply.

The AHCS Certificate of Equivalence is for individuals 
working in Healthcare Science in the UK, EU or 
overseas.

Achieving the AHCS Certificate of Equivalence 
shows that your previous training, qualifications and 
experience meet the learning outcomes of Modernising 
Scientific Careers.

It also enables entry to and progression through the 
career framework without the need for you to repeat 
training or experience that you already possess.

By embedding NHS values, clinical leadership and 
professional behaviours in education and training, the 
Scientific Training Programmes ensure improved overall 
care and better outcomes for patients (www.networks.
nhs.uk/nhs-networks/msc-framework-curricula).

About the Academy for Healthcare Science (AHCS)
We are the uniting voice of the diverse UK Healthcare 
Science workforce, bringing together a wide range of 
scientific disciplines in healthcare. Our aim is to ensure 
that Healthcare Science is recognised and respected as 
a key clinical profession in the health and care system.

We have a UK-wide remit and we work with each of 
the four UK health departments. This enables us to 
support national approaches to education and training 
by establishing routes for recognition of professional 
competence across borders.


